Room 304
                                                Mr. Murphy                             
Phone Number 921-2562

Syllabus: Geometry

Course Description:

Geometry is the branch of mathematics that connects mathematics with the real world. This course presents coordinates, transformations, measurement formulas, two-dimensional, and three-dimensional figures. Concentrated work with logic and Algebra I concepts are presented throughout the year. 

Students will be engaged in many activities, both individually and in cooperative groups, that will extend the daily homework assignments and class discussion. Many will be hands on with an opportunity to use several forms of technology. The technology used will include the iPad and “Geometer’s Sketchpad™.”  Successful completion of Algebra 1 is a prerequisite.
Philosophy:

A good work ethic is essential in the current job market.  Therefore, students should expect assignments daily and of varying degrees of difficulty.  If time is used wisely, the assignments may be completed in class.  However, some activities will be hands-on and others will involve open-ended problem solving.  Projects will be assigned on occasion to allow for group work.  Both quizzes and tests will be announced days before.  Since standardized tests (MME, ACT …) are timed activities, quizzes and tests, as well as other assignments, will also be timed.  There will also be online assignments and activities.  Lastly, there will be reading, writing, and oral presentation assignments.

Textbook:

Geometry: Michigan Edition., Larson et. al., Toronto, McDougal Littell, 2008.

The textbook will be available on Schoology.  A physical textbook is available upon request.
Notes:

Notes will be taken and submitted for a grade on a daily basis.  Notes can be taken, either electronically or on paper, but will be submitted electronically. 
Calculators:

In order to work on basic skills, there will be times during the year, where calculators will not be used.  However, a scientific calculator is recommended.  A TI-30 is acceptable (~$20), but a TI-83 or 84 is recommended (~$120) especially if planning to take upper math courses. Further, the TI-80 series calculators will be required in higher math and science, high school and college, classes.  Student’s names should be engraved on their calculator. If a new TI calculator is purchased, extra credit can be earned by submitting TI points from the back.
Supplemental Items:

Stylus, other electronic devices, charge chord  

Classroom sets of the following will be provided (if you choose not to purchase): straight edge, protractor, compass

Classroom Expectations:

1) Please be prepared to learn 

2) Please be courteous to others

Consequences:

Students who disregard the rules will be subject to the following:

1. Warning

2. Detention:  the length will depend on the severity of the action.

3. Discipline:  the student(s) will be sent to the office.

Parents may be contacted at any time.

Attendance:

It is crucial for academic success that students attend class daily.  Further, it is the responsibility of the student to get missed work when   he/she   was/is/will be   absent.  The attendance policy in the handbook will be followed.  Students will have access to course materials via Schoology.
Point System:

tests:  up to 120 pts;  quizzes:  20 – 60 pts;  daily work:  ~10 points;  daily quizzes: 20 pts;  projects:  up to 120 pts 

Grading:

A: 100-94,

A-: 93-90, 

B+: 89-87, 

B: 86-83, 

B-:82-80, 

  C+: 79-77, 

C: 76-73, 

C-: 72-70, 

D+: 69-67, 

D: 66-63,     D-: 62-60.

Grading Practice:

The grade received for assignments will be determined from the time it was completed and received by the teacher.  If the assignment was received on time, then it may earn up to full credit.  If an assignment is received late, the maximum earned on the assignment will be 50%.  Further, once the final assessment (test or quiz) for the individual assignment has been completed, the late assignment will no longer be accepted and the student will earn a zero for that assignment.
Additional Help:

My goal is to have successful students.  I am willing to help students outside of class time if necessary.  I can be available either before or after school by appointment, if necessary and possibly during lunch.  

Further, students and parents can use the ClassZone website the textbook publisher provides.  Here, there is opportunity for extra practice and quizzes, as well as step-by-step on-line tutorials.  The website is:  www.classzone.com. 

Contacting me:

My classroom phone number is 921-2562 and voicemails can be left at this number. If desired to email, my address is:  jmurphy@swanvalley.k12.mi.us  or  jmurphy@svsd.us 
My website is:  http://mr--murphy.weebly.com 
Course Objectives 
Trimester A 





Trimester B 

Essentials of Geometry 



Right triangles and trigonometry 

Reasoning and Proof 



Quadrilaterals 

Parallel and perpendicular lines 


Properties of transformations 

Congruent triangles 




Properties of circles 

Relationships with triangles 



Measuring length and area 

Similarity 





Surface Area and Volume of solids
Major Course Projects (including, but not limited to) 

• Symmetry Lines in Logos 

• Create Your Own Tessellation 

• Cereal Box Project: (maximum volume per Surface Area)
