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Rationale:

The Swan Valley High School school improvement team first began researching the trimester schedule several years ago.  One common course that schools were able to offer in this format was an “ACT Preparation Course: during the second trimester.  Research and data supported the integration of this course to better prepare students for this high stakes test in the spring of their junior year.  This course will present materials, information, and practice situations to enhance each student’s testing skills and prepare students for post-secondary experiences.
Description:

Students will rotate through three approximately 4 week sessions taught by subject matter specific teachers.  Students will become familiar with the features and formats of various standardized assessments.  They will learn test-taking strategies and time-management skills.  Students will complete various full-length assessments and record and evaluate their progress as related to the following: English and Writing, Mathematics, Science, and Reading.  They will review math formulas, English grammar rules, scientific methods and models, and reading comprehension strategies using past standardized assessments as practice.  Also during this course, students will narrow and/or select the theme and mentor(s) for their Senior Project.  They may continue to work on their EDP and resumes as well as scheduling courses for their senior year.  
Resources:

1. Preparing for the ACT
2. Taking the ACT – State Testing

3. Educator’s Guide to ACT Writing Test
4. The Real ACT prep guide 2nd edition

5. College Readiness Standards for EXPLORE, PLAN, and the ACT

6. WorkKeys: Preparing for the WorkKeys Assessments

7. Your Guide to the ACT

8. Registering for the ACT

9. District sex education curriculum

10. Senior Project Guidelines

11. EDP

12. College websites
Course Requirement:

All juniors are required to take this class.  A student who has taken the ACT previously and met the college readiness benchmarks in all the core areas may opt out of this course.  ACT college readiness scores are: English 18, Math 22, Reading 21, and Science 24.  
Grading:











The grading for this class will be based on the following:

· Participation-in class assignments
· Completion of pre and post tests 

· Completion of practice ACT session

· WorkKeys practice tests 
· Reading for Information


· Applied Mathematics



· Locating Information



· Selection of senior project topic and mentor



· Focus on either post-secondary plans: college, military, or work

Format:

This class is a 12 week (1 trimester) class and offered only in the 2nd trimester.

The class is split into 3 approximately four week sessions which students will rotate through.

Sample Group










LA/Home teacher:  

weeks 1 - 4
 

 

Math teacher:
 

weeks 5 - 8


Science teacher: 

weeks 9 -12


Managing My Education:  pacing and sequence guide

Course Overview



Course Overview




Test Overview

· ACT 
· Components

·  % completion of each test

· College Readiness Standards

· WorkKeys tests

· Overview

· Components

· National Career Readiness Certificate and achievement levels

· Michigan Tests
· PLAN tests results

· EDP discussions
LA teacher

4 Weeks
English and Writing
· Test taking skills 

· Grammar rules and vocabulary

· Pre-writing

· 2nd ACT English practice test (45 minutes)

· Prompt Writing

· 2nd ACT Writing practice test (30 minutes)

· CRS 20-23 score ranges and ideas for progress

· ACT and reading for information focus

· Reading Strategies

· Reading Practice Test (35 minutes)

· WorkKeys: Reading for Information practice test (45 minutes)

· Senior Project discussion/selection of topic and mentor

· Resume updates

Math teacher

4 Weeks
mathematics
· Test taking skills, strategies and time management

· Practice Test and score analysis

· On-line resources for students to use as a review

· Review basic math skills

· Review algebra 1, algebra 2 and geometry skills

· Basic formula use with formula sheet from State of Michigan

· Calculator use on the test

· 2nd ACT Math practice test (60 minutes)

· WorkKeys: Applied Math Practice Test (45 minutes)

· CRS 20-23 score ranges and ideas for progress

· Other tests: ASVAB, SAT, AP, Compass

Science teacher
4 Weeks
Science
· Test taking skills, strategies and time management

· Practice Test and score analysis

· Earth Science Review

· Biology review

· Physics review

· Chemistry review

· Experiment review which includes practice interpreting charts, graphics, and data tables

· Reading and reasoning incorporated in each content review

· Practice with ACT released questions for each area

· Practice Science Test (35 minutes)

· WorkKeys: practice locating information test (45 minutes)

· CRS 24-27 score ranges and ideas for progress

· Conduct research, compare and contrast choices of either 3 potential colleges or 3 potential post-secondary training programs of interest

· Sex Education refresher
Instructional Philosophy:

By learning the structure of the ACT/MME and through practice and study, students should become familiar with and help prepare them for the MME, taken in March of their junior year.
Course Expectations:

All students will participate in daily activities, assignments, course work to promote and enhance their knowledge of the ACT/MME.
Major Assignments and Assessments:

All Students will complete:

· the 2 ACT online tests (as pre and post tests)
· WorkKeys battery
· Sex Education Refresher

· Senior Project discussion/selection of topic and mentor

· Other tests: ASVAB, SAT, AP, Compass

Grading Scale:

A:     94-100%
A-:    90-93%

B+:   88-89%

B:     84-87%

B-:   80-83%

C+:  78-79%

C:    74-77%

C-:   70-73%

D+:  68-69%

D:    64-67%

D-:   60-63%

F:     below 60%
Late Policy:

Per department/instructor’s policy.
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